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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1270 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, IZ, TU 

SUBJECT: SYRIA, IRAQ AND EUPHRATES WATERS 
REF: BAGHDAD 334 (NOTAL) 

1. SEVERAL SYRIAN OFFICIALS HAVE COMMENTED TO EMBOFFS 
ON IRAQ'S ACCUSATIONS REGARDING EXCESSIVE SYRIAN USE 
OF EUPHRATES WATERS, GENERALLY SHIFTING RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR INADEQUATE FLOW TO TURKEY. MINISTER OF EUPHRATES 
DAM KAHHALE TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT WATER SHORTAGE WAS CAUSED 
PRIMARILY BY TURKEY'S DECISION CONTINUE DIVERTING WATERS 
TO ITS OWN RESERVOIR. HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT EXCESSIVE 
SALINITY WAS LONG-TERM PROBLEM OF IRAQ'S OWN MAKING, 

CAUSED BY ITS "SLOPPY DRAINAGE ENGINEERING." SENIOR 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CONSIDERED AN EXPERT ON 
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EUPHRATES WATER ISSUE TOLD EMBOFF THAT SYRIA IS 
TAKING NO MORE THAN ITS SHARE OF WATER BUT THAT 
TURKEY, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO CEASE FILLING RESERVOIR 
BEHIND ITS MAJOR DAM ON EUPHRATES LAST SUMMER, IS 
STILL DIVERTING WATER FOR THIS PURPOSE. SECOND MFA 
SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF THAT WATER LEVEL THIS YEAR LOW 
IN ANY CASE, AND ADMITTED INGENOUSLY THAT NOT MUCH 
LEFT FOR IRAQ ONCE TURKEY AND SYRIA TAKE THEIR SHARE 
EUPHRATES WATERS. 

2. COMMENT: SYRIAN AUTHORITIES TAKE VIEW THAT LOW 
EUPHRATES WATER LEVEL CAUSED BY TURKISH DECISION 
DIVERT MORE THAN ITS SHARE OF WATER, AND GIVE NO 
INDICATION THAT SYRIA MAY HAVE TAKEN POLITICAL 
DECISION USE EURPHRATES RIVER WATERS AS MEANS TO 
EXERT PRESSURE ON IRAQI BAATHIST REGIME. IT HAS NO 
DOUBT OCCURRED TO SARG, HOWEVER, THAT WATER FLOW 
PRESENTS POSSIBILITIES FOR RETALIATION WHEN PRESENT OIL 
TRANSIT AGREEMENT ENDS AND IRAQI PIPELINES ACROSS 
TURKEY AND TO BASRA ARE COMPLETED. 
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